Studio Gaia and Thomas Schoos Design
follow parallel paths at Tao Las Vegas

Ot Vegas
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If you think that too many cooks spoil the broth, you must not have been
I Tao Las Vepas, A pan-Asian restaurant and nightclub de
hundreds of Buddha statues, the 37 000-sguar

rated with
g [lows seam-
lessly over three levels—despite being the composite effort of two design
firms and four hands-on owners who, by their own admission, were “too

involdved in the proe Tao partners Richard Woll, Marc Packer, Jason

Strauss, and Noah Tepperberg hired Studio Gaia to tra m a Warner

Bros <branded restaurant al the Venetian hotel into 3 lemporary Zen

sanciurm. Then Thomas Schoos n, which had worked on the origi-

nal Tao New i

Designers and owners all agreed that Tao Las Viegas nee
pete with over-the-top local attrae
park. (A particular challeng
endless baroque fresco

ns without turning into a theme
iven the Venetian'
J With that in mind, Studic

Waisbrod—known for his creative minimalism—produced the drawings

sondoliers and
P55 O Aia president fan
for the space and made sure the koi pond wouldnt leak into the ca
below. Schoos, lor his part, scoured sourcesinthe U5,

photographs, and sculptures as well as a full arsenal of Tur-

xtures, and coverings. His mandate ran the gamut from

up six rounded arch

n the arche

ing more than strategically placed blossoms. After Waisbrod built the
nightclub’s bar, an oblong wrapped in stucco, Schoos surrounded it with
monk statues holding offering bowls of floating ginger blossoms and vo-
tive candles, The addition of =0 much crnamentation was “a little hard for
15,” Waisbrod admits. "But at the end of the day, it was done taste

The

talents melded synergistically to create the “opium wall,” a museumlike

display of antique opium pipes in the dining room. Woll had intended
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to feature snuff bottles, but Schoos lobbied for the maore provocative vin-
lage drug paraphernalia. It’s now displayed in Studio Gaia's bank of illu.
minated cases, which Schoos lined in multicolored Thai silk

Waisbrad 's work included establishing strategic spots for observing
the action. The view from the entry tunnel—initially restricted to a gilded
reclining Buddha straight ahead—gradually cpens up to take in the whole
restaurant lounge. Because the 400-seat dining room is hidden behind
the lounge bar, there's a similar coup de théatre when the 37-foat-high
space 15 abruptly revealed, with a 16-foot-tall loam-injected seated Bud-
dha on a dais, front and cemter. This jaw-dropping figure is Tao’s cyno-
sure, placed in clear sight of all the tables in the bi-level dining room. In
the third-level nightclub, private booths are desipned like opera boxes,
locking down on the spectacular statue and up at the five banners that
the owners commissioned from a street artist in New York's Chinatown.

TYou Can see everyone, but they can't see you,” Studio Gaia senior ar-
chitect Ronald Deschamps explains. This veyeurism is particularly evi-
dent in the nightclub, where the promenade that connects the entry to
the monks’ bar is lined with semi-enclosed banquettes for semiprivate
canpodhing, and scantily clad mocels cavort on a Shanghai-style opium
bed. Other models sit and meditate, wearing little mere than body paint.
Mt even Waishrod could think them overdecorated. =
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